ABSTRACT Waltheria indiea L., the only species of Waltheria represented in southern Africa, is revised. This species, which occurs throughout the tropics and substropics of the world, is found abundantly in the northern Cape, Swaziland, northern Natal, Transvaal and northwards through South West Africa/Namibia and Botswana. Thoughout its wide distribution the species is uniform. A scrutiny of herbarium specimens revealed that what appeared as a distinct species or subspecies was without doubt an abnormality, probably caused by insect injury. 
.
Lophanthus Forst., Char. Gen. 27, t. 14 (1776). Astropus Spreng., Neue Entd. 3: 64 (1822). Shrublets, subherbaceous at first, pubescent with stellate, tufted and simple hairs. Leaves simple, crenate-dentate, petioled, stipulate. Inflorescence axillary and terminal, flowers in cymes, often conges ted, or heads of flowers racemously or paniculately disposed. Bracts often present. Calyx 5-lobed. Petals 5, marcescent. Stamens 5, united at the base; anthercells parallel. Ovary 1-celled; ovules 2 anatropus; style somewhat excentric, clavate or fimbriate at the apex. Capsule usually 1-seeded; seed ascending, endospermous; embryo straight.
Found in the tropics and subtropics of both the east and the west with the greatest concentration of species in South and Central America. Of the 67 known species only 7 occur in the Old World and one of these is common to the Old and New World. This common species, W. indica, is the only species found in southern Africa.
The generic name was given in honour of Augustin F. Walther of Leipzig, a contemporary of Linnaeus, remembered especially for his botanic garden.
Waltheria indica L., Sp. PI. 673 (1753) Shrublet, subherbaceous at first, stems slender, hirsute, with stellate, tufted or simple bulbous based hairs, erect to spreading and bushy, 30 cm to 1 m tall, sometimes taller. Stipules linear-acute, 3-10 mm long. Leaves petioled; blade ovate, ovate-oblong, oblong to narrowly oblong, 2-10 cm long, 1-4,5 cm broad, crenate-dentate, rounded, subtruncate or broadly subacute at the apex, rounded, broadly cuneate or cordate at the base, nerves prominent beneath, laxly to densely stellate pubescent or hirsute with bulbous-based hairs on both surfaces; petiole hirsute, 0,6-3,5 cm long. Inflorescence axillary, cymose, usually tightly congested rarely (abnormal)? sublax, sometimes heads of flowers appear to be racemosely or paniculately disposed because the sub tending leaves are much reduced or absent. Bracts usually 3 to a flower, linear acute, 3,5-5 mm long, differing slightly in width but mostly under 1 mm wide, dorsally hirsute. Calyx hirsute, 10-nerved; tube turbinate, about 2,5 mm long; lobes deltoid acute to deltoid acuminate, about 2 mm long. Petals yellow, 'orange yellow', turning reddish brown at maturity, oblong-cuneate to spathulate, about 4 mm long, 1,25 mm broad, dorsally sparsely hairy, adhering at the base to the stamen base, deciduous from the base but persisting for some time around the capsule, the lower portion held within the calyx-tube. Stamen op posite the petals, shorter than the full grown petals; filaments membrane-margined at the base or, more usually, almost to the apex, more or less united along the membrane edge, the apical unwinged filiform portion shortly and sparsely pubescent and at certain stages contorted; anthers erect or (especially in ab normal specimen) horizontal, cells parallel, subacute at both ends. Ovary 1 -celled, obovoid slighly flatten ed, broadest at the apex, densely hirsute in upper portion; style excentric, about 3 mm long, sometimes rather contorted, fimbriate at the apex; ovules 2, ascending, anatropus. Capsule thin-walled, about 4 mm long, almost 2 mm broad at the apex, hirsute on upper portion, 1-seeded or rarely the second ovule developing as well; seed obovoid; embryo straight.
Found in open grassland, on rocky slopes, along rivers, in waste places, and rarely in woodland. Recorded from the northern Cape and Natal north wards through the Transvaal, South West Africa/ Namibia and Botswana to tropical Africa. Also oc curs elsewhere in the tropics and subtropics of the Old and New Worlds.
